TCW — 09 — Wellington, The Ercall

Telford Coronation Walks Walk 9
Wellington — The Ercall - Wellington

This walk starts and finishes at the centre of Wellington Market
Square:
https://what3words.com/stem.blackbird.rocker

Distance 4 miles
The walk includes rough terrain and hills and is not suitable for wheelchair users.

If joining from Wellington Bus Station, cross The Parade at the zebra crossing, then go down
the alley to the left of Tin House Restaurant into New Street. Turn right, then after 2100m
right again into Wellington Market Square.

If joining from the railway station, exit the station from Platform 2 onto Station Approach.
Walk up Station Approach to Church Street, then turn left into Wellington Market Square.

Leave Wellington Market Square heading to the left of the ‘black and white’ building
occupied by Subway, then straight on into Crown Street. At the end of Crown Street, bear
slightly left up Tan Bank. At the ring road, cross at the pedestrian refuge to your right, turn
left, then immediately right to rejoin Tan Bank. At this point you join the Telford T50 50 Mile
Trail for most of the first half of the walk. After about 30m take the brick footpath down the
alleyway on the right. Cross the next road, Roseway, and continue up the alleyway opposite,
passing allotments on your right, and the side of the National Trust property, Sunnycroft, on
your left. At the time of writing, Sunnycroft is now only open to the public on special
occasions.

At the main Holyhead Road, cross using the pelican crossing then continue up Golf Links
Lane. Note the grey painted cottage and converted stables on the right. This is the old
Hollybush coaching Inn.

The Hollybush Coaching Inn

Here is a reminder that Holyhead Road (Watling Street) was once the major route between
London and the port of Holyhead in Anglesey. Passenger carriages passing through
Wellington would have stopped at the more well known Cock Hotel or the Falcon Inn (now
the Old Orleton), but the Hollybush was there for the merchants until about 1860, a transport
cafe of its time, after which it became a farmhouse when the railways took over. In the
1970’s, it was in use as riding stables and you can now see the stables converted to
accommodation.

After passing Ercall Wood Academy, on the former site of Wellington Boys Grammar School,
pass under the M54 motorway bridge. About 15m after the bridge, just before the Wrekin
Golf Club gates, turn right down some steps and over the footbridge. Bear left uphill into the
wood. As the path levels out, for an easier walk, continue straight on, on a gently rising path
marked Shropshire Way, and rejoin the walk at point (A) although if you take this route you
will miss the ridge and the 3 viewpoints, otherwise, fork right uphill and continue up this path
keeping left following the ridge line of The Ercall. As the path levels out again, watch out for
a gap in the trees to your left which offers extensive views across the Wrekin Golf Club to
Telford Centre and on a clear day, beyond to Cannock Chase.
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Just before reaching the summit, keep following the path bearing to the right then slightly
downhill for about 100m, before taking a sweeping left hand U-turn towards then up
alongside the edge of the Ercall Quarry. This point has great views of the Wrekin and to the
right of it, across to Shrewsbury and on to the Breidden Hills in Wales.

Take the middle path slightly to the left continuing uphill to reach the last of the Ercall’s major
viewpoints, this time looking across towards Little Wenlock. The path now heads back into
the trees, completing the loop of the summit area before turning right down a steep slope.

At the bottom of the slope you reach point (A). If you took the easier route, turn left,
otherwise it's straight on following the widening path all the way down into the quarry.

The Ercall Quarry

When you reach the information board, stop to read about the widely acclaimed Ercall
Unconformity which marks the transition from the pre-Cambrian to the Cambrian era, in the
line between the pink volcanic rocks and the grey sandstone. This is a significant area for
study by geologists and is visited by many universities as part of their courses. It was
revealed during the quarrying activities which ended in 1986.

There is also a poem, engraved on a stone, telling the geological story of the exposed rock
faces, which were once a beach, south of the equator.

The top of the cliff face in front of you is where you recently had your view of The Wrekin.

Continue down the wide track passing 2 smaller quarry workings on your right and left. You
may notice some of the few remains of the quarry workings, old stone walls and the posts
from the quarry gateway.

At the end of the track, pass through a wooden kissing gate, alongside the main gate, and
turn right onto Ercall Lane. Here is where you say goodbye to the T50. The Buckatree Hall
Hotel is on your left. As the lane bends right, then slightly left after the hotel car park, you
can either stay on the road walking in the pedestrian / cycle lane, or take one of the access
paths onto the woodland path that runs alongside several metres in from the road, although
at a few points it rejoins then leaves again.

You will eventually reach the Ercall Car Park and continue, this time, over, the M54
motorway. From the bridge, to your right, you can see how the northern end of The Ercall
was severed by the motorway’s construction in the mid 1970’s.

Immediately after crossing the bridge, take the alleyway on the right along the northern side
of the motorway. After 300m, the path descends sharply. At the bottom, before reaching the
metal footbridge, turn left. Follow this path, which is partially boardwalk, alongside the
stream, it turns sharp left then right onto a wider track which leads to a road.

Turn left on Christine Avenue, then at the T-junction, turn right onto Ercall Lane for 70m.
Cross to the opposite side before reaching Holyhead Road again. Turn left, on Holyhead
Road, then cross the road into Pooler Close.

Note the milestone just to the left with the distance to Salop (Shrewsbury) reading 10 miles
and 6 furlongs, circa 1815-19. This is recorded on the register of listed buildings and
monuments as a grade Il listed building!

Pooler Close contains a mix of former converted Wrekin Hospital buildings and new builds at
its top end. If you look up at the top windows of the first building on your right you will notice
they are all opened together by a mechanism on the outside. The buildings and roads here
are named after people who made a significant local contribution to the medical profession.
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As you continue down Pooler Close follow the signs for No.s 10-60, then 26-58. At the end
carry straight on onto a gravel footpath leading to the top of Union Road. You pass one of
the entrances to Wellington Cemetery on your left. If you have time, take a wander around it
with its huge yew trees, and at the right time of year, splendid displays of rhododendrons.
Also note the cemetery chapel with its distinctive archway through the centre.

Continue down Union Road, bearing left just before the Wrekin pub, and continue along the
ring road to the pelican crossings at the junction with Haygate Road to the left and Walker
Street to the right. Cross the ring road and turn left then immediate right into Walker Street.
About 80m further along you will pass the old library building on your right.

Wellington’s old Library

Erected in commemoration of King Edward VII in 1902, it was the town library until 2012
when it moved to the Wellington Civic and Leisure Centre. It was the workplace of Phillip
Larkin, where he started his career as a librarian in 1943. He went on to become one of
post-war England’s most famous poets, commonly referred to as England’s ‘other’ Poet
Laureate.

As the road bears to the right, carry straight on into the pedestrian area for 25m before
turning left into Duke Street which will bring you back into Market Square.

Now you’ve completed your walk, look out for the markers that indicate the approximate
location of the Market House, built and paid for by Lord Forester sometime before 1680 and
dismantled ¢.1805. Wellington’s market charter was granted to the Lord of The Manor, Giles
of Erdington, in 1244.

There are numerous places in Wellington centre to find some well-earned refreshments,
from take-aways to cafes to eat-in restaurants. If the market is open, you could also try the
food quarter where you'll find several ‘street food’ vendors.



